
EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS 21565September 14, 1999 
pastor, who put together the papers of appli-
cation (all in Latin, I might add), and the long- 
time leadership of Monsignor Adolph Kantor, 
Msgr. Kantor is now retired, but he will be on 
hand at the Oct. 3 mass to present the homily. 

This designation, aside from the magnificent 
honor paid to the church and the parish, has 
a practical effect. A Basilica Chair will sit in 
the vicinity of the altar and should the Holy 
Father ever come to Central New York, he 
would say mass at Sacred Heart and use this 
very special chair. 

The designation also means that our Bishop 
from the Diocese of Syracuse will say mass at 
Sacred Heart at least once a year, in addition 
to regular liturgical events such as admin-
istering the sacrament of Confirmation. 

Significantly, there are only two other Basili-
cas in New York State, one in Tonawanda 
near Buffalo, and one in Brooklyn. This is the 
first such designation in the history of the Syr-
acuse diocese. 

We who are so proud of and thankful for 
this designation also give thanks to Bishop 
James Moynihan and former Bishop O’Keefe 
for their encouragement and support. 

In closing, I would like to pay tribute also to 
former pastors, Father Rusin and Monsignor 
Piejda, both of whom formed a very close 
bond with the parishioners, many of whom 
over the years have been of Polish and East-
ern European descent. 

This is a tremendous honor for Sacred 
Heart Church, and I would ask my colleagues 
to join me in recognizing their great joy and 
thanksgiving. 
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Mr. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, congratula-
tions to the brave people of Artsakh—the tra-
ditional Armenian name of what is presently 
known as the Republic of Nagorno 
Karabakh—on their independence day—Sep-
tember 2nd. Eight years after their unilateral 
declaration of independence as the Soviet 
Union was collapsing and hostile militant 
forces were rising in the Caucasus, the pre-
dominantly Armenian population of Artsakh is 
still far from being safe and secure. Shunned 
by the world at large and increasingly threat-
ened by the rise of militant Islamism in the 
Caucasus, the Republic of Nagorno Karabakh 
sets an example of perseverance and commit-
ment to freedom and independence. 

The current plight of the people of Nagorno 
Karabakh is a sorry situation since the Arme-
nians of Artsakh are among the oldest distinct 
population groupings on earth. Armenian set-
tlements and a distinct political entity have ex-
isted in Artsakh since the 2nd century B.C. Ar-
menian independence prevailed there until the 
collapse and partition of the first Armenian 
state in the 5th Century A.D. At that time, be-
tween 480 and 483, Movses Khorenatsi wrote 
the monumental ‘‘History of Armenia’’ under 
the auspices of Prince Sahak Bagratuni—a 
manifestation of the centrality of Artsakh in Ar-
menian civilization. In the late Middle Ages, 

the Armenian principalities retained their inde-
pendence under Persia’s nominal rule. 

The Armenians of Nagorno Karabakh were 
among the first in the region to embrace 
Christianity back in 301 A.D. in the aftermath 
of the missionary activities of St. Gregory the 
Illuminator. In this context, the repeated de-
struction and rebuilding of the Monastery in 
Amaras symbolizes the resilience and deter-
mination of the Armenians of Artsakh. First 
built around 330 A.D. by St. Gregory the Illu-
minator, it has been repeatedly damaged and 
destroyed by countless invaders—such as the 
Arabs, the Persians, the Mongols and the 
Turks—only to be rebuilt again and again by 
the local population. The Monastery in Amaras 
was last damaged by the Azerbaijani forces in 
1992, during Nagorno Karabakh’s bitter war 
for independence. It has since been rebuilt 
and its centrality in Armenian religious life re-
stored. 

The Armenians’ quest for independence has 
long historical roots. In the late 1980s, as the 
population of the then Soviet Union was awak-
ened to rediscover nationalist roots, as well as 
cultural and religious heritage, so did Arme-
nians of Nagorno Karabakh. By then, they had 
a history of quest for independence despite 
Soviet oppression. Significantly, since 1923, 
Nagorno Karabakh was a distinct Autonomous 
Region within Azerbaijan—a status that re-
flected the population’s distinction. The Arme-
nian population was restive since the thaw of 
the early 1960s, including riots in the late 
1960s demanding self-determination within the 
confines of the USSR. 

In the late 1980s, the Armenians of Nagorno 
Karabakh were alarmed by the rise of Turkic 
militancy in Azerbaijan. The legacy of the 
1918–1920 slaughter of Armenians by Turkish 
and Azerbaijani forces—especially the March 
1920 destruction of Shushi, an Armenian cul-
tural center that lost its Armenian population 
and character until recaptured in May 1992— 
was revived by pogroms in Baku and ‘‘ethnic 
cleansing’’ of Armenian population throughout 
the region since 1988. No less alarming was 
the Azerbaijani blockade aimed to starve the 
Armenian population into surrender and self- 
imposed exile. Hence, once the Armenians’ 
quest for self-determination was rejected by 
the Soviet and subsequently Azerbaijani au-
thorities, the Armenians of Nagorno Karabakh 
embarked on their quest for independence as 
the sole guarantor for their self-survival. 

On September 22, 1991, the Armenians of 
Nagorno Karabakh declared their independ-
ence and vowed to defend the Armenian char-
acter of their land. They then withstood a 
three-year long brutal war in which the vastly 
superior Azerbaijani forces strove to destroy 
them completely. Presently, the population of 
the Republic of Nagorno Karabakh is a mix-
ture of the local population and Armenian refu-
gees from parts of Nagorno-Karabakh still held 
by Azerbaijani forces, as well as ethnically 
cleansed Armenian communities in other parts 
of Azerbaijan, most notably Baku. They are 
trying to rebuild their country. A mere 
150,000–200,000 people surrounded by a sea 
of hate with only a corridor to Armenia as a 
life-line of sustenance. 

Therefore, we should recognize the deter-
mination of the Armenians of Nagorno 
Karabakh to preserve and revise their heritage 

and take control of their lives. In an era where 
the United States has stood up to the rights of 
endangered minorities to self-determination, 
stability, and betterment of life, we should not 
neglect the legitimate rights and aspirations of 
the Armenian people of Artsakh. They have al-
ready fought and sacrificed enormously in 
order to attain these rights. On their independ-
ence day, they deserve not only our congratu-
lations, but our recognition and help, so that 
they can continue to grow and develop free of 
existential threats. 
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Mr. FARR of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor a beloved and remembered 
man. Ernest Dillon, a long-time benefactor of 
Santa Cruz county passed away this last July 
at the age of 90. 

Born July 29, 1909 in Oregon, Mr. Dillon 
moved with his family to Santa Cruz in 1921 
when he was eleven years old. Aside from his 
highly decorated service as a captain in the 
U.S. Army during World War II, Ernie resided 
in Santa Cruz until his death. As a local busi-
ness-owner, Mr. Dillon led improvement cam-
paigns in downtown Santa Cruz to help pro-
tect local businesses from competing shopping 
centers further north. 

For over three decades, Ernie Dillon contrib-
uted to the community through a lifetime of 
civic accomplishments in the areas of edu-
cation and health care in Santa Cruz county. 
Ernie worked tirelessly to raise monies for Do-
minican Hospital and was also instrumental in 
acquiring the funding for constructing Cabrillo 
Community College. 

As an avid global adventurer and for his de-
voted service to promoting the welfare of the 
people in Santa Cruz county, Ernie Dillon will 
be sorely missed and always remembered for 
his great contributions spanning an entire life-
time. My thoughts remain with his family. 
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Ms. HOOLEY of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to take this opportunity to enter into 
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD a few words ex-
pressing the profound gratitude and esteem I 
have for a very special public servant in my 
congressional district. Richard J. Lien has 
served the public as a Social Security Field 
Representative for the last 25 years. He has 
also been one of Social Security’s special con-
gressional liaisons for more than a decade. 
We will lose Dick to retirement on September 
24. 

My staff and I have worked with literally 
dozens of congressional liaisons, and it is no 
exaggeration to say that Dick is the best of the 
best. Dick has worked with nearly every mem-
ber of my staff and helped thousands of my 
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